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missars by confronting it with an act of hostility against
Germany, and to make an end of the " breathing-space "
by organizing " a series of terroristic acts against the out-
standing representatives of German imperialism ".

Though these decisions were reached in secret conclave,
the efficiency of the new-old secret police, the Cheka
(which had replaced the Okhrana of Tsarist days) dis-
covered some of the plotters and arrested them. Martial
law was proclaimed in Moscow, and the Mensheviks and
Social Revolutionaries of the Right were expelled from the
Central Executive Committee.

It was in this atmosphere of excitement and intrigue
that the Fifth All-Russian Congress of Soviets met on
July 4. The air seemed pregnant with foreboding; not
even in the debates on the ratification of the treaty had
feeling run so high and hatred appeared in so naked a form.
In spite of the Bolshevik manipulation at the elections,
the Left Social Revolutionaries had succeeded in securing
about a third of the eight hundred delegates present, and
for the first time since the Revolution the Soviet Govern-
ment was confronted in its own hand-picked Parliament
with an official Opposition.

The Congress met in the Bolshoi Theatre on a sultry,
humid day; storm was brewing within and without. In
the fauteuils sat the delegates, the green-and-khaki.clad
soldiers and worker followers of the Bolsheviks on the
right, flanked by the brawny peasant adherents of the Left
Social Revolutionaries. On the stage sat the officers of the
Congress, and behind them in serried ranks the Central
Executive Committee. In the boxes and galleries were the
privileged spectators of this strange drama ; here were the
representatives of the Allied Missions, Lockhart, Sadoul,
Lavergne, Romei; and above them the Ambassadors of the
Central Powers, Mirbach with his Turkish and Bulgarian
colleagues. The Imperial box, where the Tsar had received
the plaudits of many a bejewelled and decorated throng,